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Sam Jones

Co-Editor in Chief
The following article was originally published on The Echo website on Jan. 26, 2021 — Editor.
A former professor of kinesiology at Taylor University was recently arrested in connection with
charges of child exploitation and
possession of child pornography.
“This morning, a criminal investigation by Indiana State Police Detective Josh Maller resulted
in the arrest of Jeffrey Marsee, 59,
Upland, IN on numerous felony charges,” Indiana State Police
(ISP) wrote in a statement issued
Jan. 15.
The charges, filed by the ISP

on Jan. 15, included two felony
charges of child exploitation and
four felony charges of possession
of child pornography.
Marsee stands accused of having “committed sexual acts with
a then 12- to 13-year-old boy” in
2002, the Indiana State Police
wrote in its statement. The investigation of the former professor
also found evidence of child pornography possession in 2016. Marsee also allegedly uploaded photos
containing child pornography to
a web chat in 2016.
On Jan. 15, Taylor Interim President Paige Cunningham released a campus-wide email on
the arrest.
“I write to you with an important update to a situation about
which we reported last month
regarding a former Taylor employee,” Cunningham wrote. “The
arrest follows an investigation

that began last fall, which initially focused on allegations of sexual abuse.”
ISP informed the Taylor administration that no victims of abuse
were students at Taylor University.
Jeff Wallace, chief law enforcement officer at Taylor, wrote in an
email Jan. 17 that further details
were not currently available, as
the ISP investigation had yet to
be closed.
Marsee is incarcerated in the
Grant County Jail with bonds of
$100,000 and $20,000, ISP added
in its statement.
“Please join me in continuing to
pray for the victims and all those
who have been affected by this situation,” Cunningham added in her
email. “Please also pray for the local community and for our campus community to be comforted
and restored by the Holy Spirit.”
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph provided by Jeff Marsee

Former Taylor professor Jeff Marsee was arrested.

Taylor springs into new COVID semester
When the
dome is home
A look inside campus
isolation Page 5

Campus restrictions
begin to lift
Ellie Tiemens
News Co-editor
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Following a long Christmas
break and an unusually full
campus over J-term, students
are back at Taylor and in the
full swing of classes.
As seen when coming back
for Fall semester, students
came to campus with quest ion s a bout COV I D -19 re strictions and what a second
semester of quarantine, isolation and social distancing
would bring.
Skip Trudeau, vice president
for student development, and
Ron Sutherland, special assistant to the president, are
both members of the Senior
Leadership Team (SLT) on the
Pandemic Re-opening Team
(PeRT). Both committees meet
multiple times a week to discuss COVID-19 progress and review the positive case numbers
of Indiana and Grant County.
Sutherland and Tr udeau
see the Spring as an interesting time on campus because
of how inverted it seems from
Fall semester. Fall started with
warm weather and outdoor
events, then transitioned indoors, while Spring is starting
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The dome isolation center was updated over Christmas break.

“Some of the decisions we
made on the best information
we had at that time, and literally it could be the next day and
that’s changed,” Trudeau said.
Sutherland describes the process like trying to nail Jell-O to
a wall.
A s s u c h , Tr u d e a u a n d
Sutherland admit that communication could be improved.
“C om mu n ic at ion i s t he
hardest piece of this whole
process,” Sutherland said. “We
try to be consistent with the
emails every Friday. We’ve developed some consistent ways
to (communicate) but things
can always be better.”
Issues that students have
communicated about COVID-19
have been taken seriously.

Following negative feedback
from students about the dome
and other quarantine spaces
around campus, Kathy Chamberlain, director of the counseling center, got permission
to revamp the space over
Christmas break.
“ We hea rd st udents say
that the space was really difficult for them, for their mental health, and we know that
environment impacts mental health,” Chamberlain said.
Consequently, the counseling
center added amenities such
as coffee machines, therapy
lamps, four-square, couches and more to the dome to
help students better care for
their mental, physical and social health.

One poster gives students
isolating and in quarantine a
list of resources for caring for
their mental health as well as
10 things they can do each day
to stay healthy. These include
drink ing water, being creative and making a schedule
for themselves.
Tr udeau and Sutherland
also encourage students to
stay physically active and continue to wear masks and social
distance.
Students w ith questions
about COVID-19 can contact
PeRT and can find support for
mental health from the counseling center resources. These
links can be found at https://
covid19.taylor.edu.
echo@taylor.edu

Capitol faces insurrection, inauguration

Jan. 6th attack
shadows Biden
policy agenda
Kyla Russell

@Echo_TaylorU

indoors and when the temperature warms, students and activities will move outside.
While positive cases rose on
campus in January, with the last
email sent on Jan. 29 revealing
164 students in active quarantine
and isolation, Trudeau says that
it is unlikely students will be sent
home this semester due to positive cases.
“Chief amongst (our concerns) are that we continue
to care for students in isolation, can we get meals for the
people in quarantine, can the
bandwidth on campus continue to handle the nature of what
is going on,” Sutherland said.
“Those are actually more the
drivers, about caring for students in the process, than a
particular number as we move
forward.”
Currently, Indiana classifies Grant County as an orange
county, meaning it has 100-199
new weekly positive cases per
100,000 residents.
Because of this, PeRT is beginning to reintroduce activities onto Taylor’s campus. The
first experience to resume was
Open Hours which happened
for the first time this school
year on Feb. 6.
Decisions made by PeRT
and the SLT can change rapidly, however.

News Co-editor

As America turns a page in
history, the shadow of Jan. 6,
2021, weighs heavy on President Joe Biden’s 100-day policy agenda.
Broken w indows, barbed
w ire fencing and Nationa l
Guard service members compose this shadow around our

Nation’s Capitol. Each of these
realities stand as a reminder
of what occurred on that consequential day in American
history.
Prior to the events of Jan.
6, the U.S. Capitol was relatively easy to enter. Standing
as a promise of the American
founding, citizens would often
climb the steps of the Capitol
to meet their representative or
to marvel at its detail.
John Pinegar works as a
Legislative and Policy Aid for
Indiana Sen. Todd Young in
Washington, D.C. He is from

Muncie, Ind., and is a Taylor
University alumnus.
“The fencing is a very clear
example and a reminder of
what separates democracy
from a governing structure
that can not work,” Pinegar
said. “I can’t wait for the fences to come down, I think if they
stay up that would be a real
tragedy for our democracy.”
The attack broke out around
1 p.m. with roughly 800 supporters of former President
Donald Trump entering the
building. It was the most fatal
breach of the Capitol since the

year 1814, with 5 dead.
T he s e e v e nt s not on l y
launched a physical change for
the Capitol, but an emotional
one as well.
“I did a lot of soul-searching
after Jan. 6, I thought about
why we make the decisions we
do, I think a lot of congressional staffers thought about the
same things,” Pinegar said.
This same spirit of reflection
made its way to the man stepping into the Oval Office.
On Jan. 20, Biden was inaugurated amidst an empty National Mall, a strong military

presence and threats of further attacks — a stark difference from past inaugurations.

With the recent events shadowing, Biden inherits a deeply
divided nation and has his work
cut out for him.
Since taking office, Biden has
taken countless actions. As of
Feb. 9, he had issued 28 executive orders.
“In his first two weeks in office, Biden has signed nearly as many executive orders
as Franklin Roosevelt signed
in his entire first month,” NPR
CAPITOL continues on Page 2
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Shooting near campus poses no threat to Taylor

Police offer
safety awareness
for campus
Darin Jordan
Staff Writer

On Dec. 30, f ive days before st udents bega n returning for J-term classes,
a shooting in Upland near

campus injured one person
and killed another.
One victim was identif ied
as Peyton Mills, 18, and was
stable after surgery, but the
ot her v ic t i m , K h loe Ma rtin, a lso 18, d ied of a g unshot wound. The suspect, a
17-year-old, was arrested the
next morning.
“Preliminary charges will be
1-Murder Felony, 2-Attempted

Murder Felony, 3-Aggravated
Battery as an Level 3 Felony,
and 4-Criminal Recklessness
as an Level 6 Felony,” said
Grant County authorities in
an update to the case.
While this particular event
never posed an on-campus
threat , students shou ld be
aw a re t hat v iolenc e doe s
happen in the counties surrounding campus, but that

C a m p u s Po l ic e mon i t or s
the situations.
The Taylor Police Department is aware that these issues a re not to be t a ken
lightly. Campus Police is a
fully recognized police department and always has an
officer on duty.
Campus Police has a number for non-emergency situations—(765) 998-5555, but in an

Change in personnel positions

Barrett and
Cheruiyot Bii take
on new roles
Victoria Lawson
Staff Writer

Taylor staff members Scott
Barrett and Debby Cheruiyot
Bii began serving in different
capacities this spring.
Barrett ser ved as Taylor’s
director of residence life for
the past five and a half years.
On Nov. 30, 2020, he transitioned to a role at the Academ ic En r ich ment Center
(AEC) as the Assistant Director of Academic Enrichment/
C oord i nat or of Ac a dem ic
Support.
Vice President for Student
Development Skip Trudeau announced the personnel change
in an email to the Taylor community on Nov. 24, 2020.
“While his friends and colleagues in Student Development will miss the day-to-day
interaction with Scott, we are
glad he is stay ing at Taylor
and wish him well in his new
endeavor,” Trudeau said. “The
A EC staff are excited about
him joining their efforts and
look forward to many years of
working together to support
Taylor University Students.”
Barrett will specifically focus on helping students with
disabilities. This includes access to accommodations for
homework, tests, exams and
similar material, as well as
support and encouragement.
Barrett said he now has the
opportunity to advocate for
students’ health, family situations or disabilities that

Photograph provided by Taylor University

emergency, students should always call 911.
Students can also sign up for
TUAlerts by text on Taylor’s
website which Taylor emails
are already linked to.
If students have any safety
concerns, they can reach out
to their hall director, Personnel Assistant or directly to
Campus Police.
“We have officers working

24/7 and any of them at any
time would be more than happy to meet w ith and speak
with a student who needed
to share concerns” said Jeff
Wallace, Chief of the Taylor
Police Department. “In fact,
ou r of f icers love oppor tunities to invest in conversation with students and get to
know them.”
echo@taylor.edu

CAPITOL continued from

of the gravest responsibilities
we had.”
Tackling these crises is ambitious; Biden plans to make
major changes in the rest of
his first 100 days in office.
One of the more notable
plans for this time is to reopen schools across America. In the same breath, Biden
will work to pass a financial
relief package on beha lf of
A mericans af fected by the
pandemic.
This era proves to be challenging for America, but hope
must remain constant.
“Democracy is really small
platoons of people f i g u ring things out, and supporting one another,” Pinegar,
inspired by Sen. Ben Sasse
said, “We need to do a better job of loving one another,
and then going from there to
work out political differences. All things should f low from
love and our common identity
as Americans.
echo@taylor.edu

“And President Roosevelt
holds the record.
In addition to executive action, the president has signed
four substantive proclamations and 10 presidential memorandums. He a lso sig ned
two notable letters, rejoining the World Health Organization and the Paris Climate
Agreement.
These executive orders seek
to tackle similar crises. The orders respond to the COVID-19
pandemic, economic fallout,
climate change and the need
for racial equity.
“We face an attack on our
democracy and on truth, a
raging virus, growing inequity,
the sting of systemic racism,
a climate in crisis, A merica’s role in the world,” Biden
said. “Any one of these would
be enough to challenge us in
profound ways, but the fact is
we face them all at once, presenting this nation with — one

Scott Barret and Debby Cheruiyot Bii begin serving in different capacities on campus.

create academ ic cha l lenges. He is excited to be a part
of the academic mission of
Taylor.
“The opportunity to try to
help students succeed in the
classroom through academic support is something that
motivates and excites me,”
Barrett said. “I get to work
with great students who are
determined and willing. The
AEC team is a great group to
be a part of as well.”
Starting in 2018, Cheruiyot Bii served as the director
of international programs in
Taylor’s Of f ice of Intercu ltural Programs (OIP). As of
Jan. 1, 2021, she began working under Student Development in the Taylor Student

Orga n izat ion (TSO) a s t he
a ssist a nt d i rec tor of st udent programs.
C her u iyot Bi i ’s new po sition was announced over
email by Director of Student
Leadership and Cultural Programs Maribel Magallanes,
as well as the Vice President
of Intercultural Leadership
and Chu rch Relations, the
Rev. Greg Dyson. The email,
sent in December 2020, included a word of welcome to
Cheruiyot Bii from Associate
Dean and Director of Student
Programs Steve Austin.
“We warmly welcome Debby Cher u iyot Bi i into St udent Development and the…
(TSO),” Austin said. “As a fellow educator a nd St udent

Development Faculty Member, Debby brings educational expertise, leadership, and a
wise presence (amongst other skills and qualities) to our
office culture, programs, and
holistic work with students.”
The email added that
Cher u iyot Bii w il l continue
to prov ide tra nsitiona l a ssi st a nce w it h t he St udent
a nd E xcha nge V isitor Prog ram (SEV IS) as the pr imar y designated school off icial
du r i ng t he 2021 spr i ng se mester. Her work w it h SEV IS w i l l on ly be a por t ion
of her new role a s she prov ides direction and suppor t
for the TSO a nd Globa l Engagement cabinets.
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph by Kyla Russell

Fencing around the U.S. Capitol.

Families promised financial stability for 2021
Tuition freezes
for coming year
Mer Fenton
Staff Writer

A gift of support during a
difficult year. This was Taylor
University’s promise to their
community in October 2020.
In a press release and chapel
on Oct. 30, Taylor University
promised a tuition freeze for
the 2021-2022 school year.
“ We pray that this tuition
pricing ‘ f reeze’ is a blessing
to ou r st udent s a nd fa m ilies in the midst of this tumu lt uous yea r,” sa id Pa ige
Comstock Cunning ham, int er i m president of Tay lor.
“ We rema i n com m it ted to
l i v i n g l i fe t o ge t her i n a n
u n a s h a me d l y C h r i s t - c ent e r e d a c a d e m ic d i s c i p l e ship communit y.”
In the press relea se, the
universit y stated that this
comes out of a place of Christian v ir tue, and a recog nition of the f inancial burden
the Taylor communit y has
felt during the duration of
COVID-19.
This freeze has been made
possible through the donors
of Taylor.
“We are profoundly gratef u l to our donors who continue to invest in students

through scholarships,” said
Nathan W. Baker, v ice president for enrollment management. “These resources make
it possible for our students
to pursue their ca lling and
minister Christ’s redemptive
love and truth to a world in
need.”
In the press release, it is
stated that “ Taylor g raduates complete their degree in
3.8 years (rather than the national average of 5.1 years),”
which is significant as it prevents Taylor students from
acqu iring even more debt .
The press release continues
to state that 58% of Taylor’s
2019 graduates had an average debt of $26,009, and for
comparison, across the nation, 62% of private college
g ra duates ha d a n avera ge
debt of $28,950.
Taylor’s tuition increases
at a 4.3% average per year,
but this is the f irst year in
recent history that it has not
increased in any degree. However, th is has not stopped
room and board from going
up by 3.5%. At a universit y
where 90% of students live on
campus, this affects almost
everyone enrolled.
T he u n i v e r s it y h a s not
g iven reason for this pr ice
increase, but was transparent about it in thei r press

relea se . T h i s does not sit
right w ith some students, as
they feel a raise in room and
board is still a raise in prices. Others feel that the current set tu ition isn’t a fa ir
price either.
In the press release from
October, Baker explains that
in a survey conducted at the
end of spring semester, the
over whel m i ng major it y of
family responses have been
happy with Taylor’s response.
However, senior Personnel
Assistant Clark Murray does
not feel t hat t hat ref lects
what students have shared
w it h h i m t h rou g hout t h is
school year.
“I think it is honorable that
they f roze t u ition, but we
could have easily done a lot
of (classwork) online,” said
Murr y, when talk ing about
the decision to have in-person classes. “I k now a lot
of people t hat a re on l i ne,
but they’re still liv ing here.
So they’re pay ing way more
than they norma lly shou ld
for the service.”
Despite t he st udents onl i ne, w het her for persona l
reasons or because of temporar y COV ID-related quara ntines a nd isolations, the
m a jor it y of s t udent s a nd
professors on Taylor’s campus a re f u l ly in-person.

Photograph provided by Taylor University

President Cunningham announced a tuition freeze in October.

T h i s led t o e ver yone having to learn and adapt
qu ick ly, which Ba ker found
admirable.
“It was inspiring to see how
our creative faculty and staff
rose to the occasion knowing
our community is not defined

by geography,” he said.
The Taylor administration
remains open to feedback ,
and promises to do their best
to accommodate a nd support the Taylor Community
for the unknown duration of
COVID-19.

To Cu n n i ng ha m , t h is is
just the right thing to do.
“More than ever before, it’s
absolutely critical that holding steady to our mission had
to look different this year,”
she said.
echo@taylor.edu
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It was the very start of a passion she would continue to
develop and use to inspire those around her.
Learning the poetry of life
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Jones takes passions to professional

How one student's
passion turned
into a business
Sam Jones

Co-Editor in Chief

Painting and designing is a
hobby held by many, but taking the next step to successfully selling one’s art is a feat that
few can claim.
Abby Jones, a 19-year-old Taylor sophomore from West Chicago, is one of those few.
With a long-lasting passion
for art, Jones began her art career out of a makeshift studio in
her childhood home during the
summer of 2018.
“Originally, it was because I
was a (high school) student and
I had time to make products
and sell them to classmates,”
Jones said. “It was an opportunity to make an income and
to practice my painting, lettering, photography and graphic design.”
For a young freelancer, building a broad portfolio of talents
is a key ingredient to becoming
a successful professional.
Spreading her business by
word of mouth around her high
school, Jones was able to sell a
good amount of items to her
classmates, but she knew that
in order to expand at a more
rapid rate, she would have to
go online.
“I started an Instagram in
July of 2018, and that’s when I
named it All Sage Co,” she said.
The name “All Sage Company” (ASCo) has a deep meaning
for Jones.
Being raised in a Christian
household, she wanted her
company to not only reflect her
talents in art, but her appreciation for her faith.
“Sage is a simple leaf that
brings such beauty to a space,”
Jones says on her website. “A
sage is (also) a person full
of wisdom who brings a soft
presence to a situation. The
hope is that the art created
brings a simple & sweet presence to any space, and best

reflects the Wisdom of God,
the Ultimate Creator, and Jesus Christ, the sweetest presence in this life.”
As her company grew, Jones’
passion for art and design grew
as well.
Come spring of 2019, Abby
had graduated from high school
and was more than ready to
move on to the next stage of
life. That next fall semester, she
found herself in Los Angeles, attending Biola University in La
Mirada, Cal.
The geographical change created a few roadblocks for Jones,
but nothing that she wasn’t
ready to overcome.
“I was living in a dorm in
California; it changed because
I used to have a local community presence, and then
when I went to school, it was
more of doing it myself, as
opposed to word-of-mouth,”
Jones said. “That’s when I
opened my Etsy shop and did
more e-commerce.”
For the next several months,
Jones found herself painting and designing from the
shores of the west coast.
However, in March of 2020,
everything changed.
Jones was relocated back to
her home in West Chicago, as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic, where she worked and studied for the next nine months.
But come Christmastime of
2020, Abby decided it was time
to return to an in-person education. She applied to Taylor, and
by Feb. of 2021, she was back on
a college campus, nearly one
year later.
Yet, despite her vast array of
studio locations throughout the
years, ASCo has only been growing, amassing over 1,000 followers on Instagram and hundreds
of orders on Etsy.
“My most popular products
are hand-painted journals and
Bibles; the Bibles are custom
products,” Jones said.
The inspiration for her journal designs comes primarily
from nature and landscapes,
Jones added. Most of her
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Sophomore Abby Jones has taken her hobby to be her small business.

designs are from places she
has been, or would like to go in
the future.
But nature isn’t the only thing
offered within the designs.
Using the Enneagram, a famous personality test, Jones
was able to make her journals
more personal to each customer. According to Jones, these are
her most popular products.
The Enneagram categorizes individuals into one of nine
categories. Abby has a specific
journal for every “type”, each
with a specific inspiration from
nature.
In addition to journals, ASCo

offers wood-slice paintings,
earrings, hand-painted canvas
pouches and totes. Jones has
also diversified her product
base by adding digitally-designed products, such as stickers and prints.
As Jones continues her journey with ASCo, she still faces
new hurdles each day.
She expressed that one of the
hardest parts about running
ASCo is the amount of orders
that she accepts; it often builds
up to a stressful amount.
But the daily hardships of
running her own company are
hardly enough for Jones to stop.

“My favorite part is doing
the interpersonal work with
customers to design custom
products; running social media accounts, promoting my
products, even making my own
branding materials has been
something I’ve loved doing,”
Jones said.
For Jones, the experience of
building her own brand from
the bottom up is one that is not
easily replaced. But, ultimately,
doing what she loves and sharing that with her customer base
is what the young artist finds
most important.
echo@taylor.edu
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Learning the poetry of life
The story of Mikaila
Taylor's poetry
Marissa Muljat
Features Editor

The overwhelming sound of
applause echoed throughout
the old coffee shop as a smiling,
passionate high school girl finished reciting a beautiful poem.
What the audience did not
know was that this was the
very first time young Mikaila
Taylor had ever shared her poetry in public.
It was the very start of a
passion she would continue
to develop and use to inspire
those around her.
“My love for poetry definitely stems from my love for music,” Taylor said.
Freshman Mikailia Taylor
was introduced to music at a
young age by her mom.
She recalls countless great
memories of freestyle dancing
in the kitchen with her mom
and four younger siblings.
Her mom had a great influence on her love for music and
poetry because she was incredible with lyrics and words.
“She’s a mastermind,” Taylor said.
Taylor described her mom
as her best friend, someone
she could always lean on. Her
mom has always been supportive of her poetry.
She is thankful to her mom
for consistently encouraging
her to read, write and pursue
her dreams.

“She never tried to dim my
shine,” Taylor said.
Taylor explained that growing up, she moved around a
lot and had to become accustomed to switching schools in
the middle of a school year.
This led her to become extremely gracious for what
she had.
Growing up without a father
was also a struggle at times
for Taylor.
Her father did not know she
was his daughter until she
reached age 8. He then did
not come into her life until
she was 16 years old.
Taylor said there were
times it would have been
nice to have a father figu re i n h e r l i f e t o l o v e
her unconditionally.
She said sometimes she
feels like she missed out on
that during her childhood.
“(However,) my mom did a
really good job of teaching us
how to love ourselves as women and respect ourselves without needing the validation of a
man, so I wouldn’t change it,”
Taylor said.
Ta y l o r w r i t e s p o e t r y
about many different topics
and feelings.
She explained that most of
the time, her poetry is based
on her thoughts or emotions
at the time. Other times, her
poetry is about topics she
hopes to learn more about.
As a student at Taylor, she
has been able to use her poetic
talents to inspire and engage

her community.
She has received the opportunities to perform her poetry in chapel, at ‘I Gotta Sound’
and at Mosaic Night.
Taylor spoke about the influence she hopes to have on
her younger siblings.
She wants them to understand the many paths life can
take them and hopes that she
can be a good role model for
them.
She wants her siblings to
view her as someone they can
look up to and trust.
“I've been really trying to
find a way to honor God in
my life,” Taylor said, “and for
a while, I struggled with being
myself with God.”
She tries her best to utilize and incorporate her faith
and relationship with God to
write poetry and often prays
over her writing, asking God
to give her the words He wants
her to write.
Taylor explained that she
believes it is important to
bring your true self to God
and force yourself into more
uncomfortable situations.
She has learned that God
will meet her wherever she is
and will do the same for everyone else.
“I can never say what God
wants me to say, and I ’m
pretty sure he knows that,”
Taylor said, “But I try to
match it in a way that is like
‘This is my voice, but this is
God’s truth.’”
echo@taylor.edu
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Freshman Mikaila Taylor has taken her passion of poetry to the next level.

The Echo has opportunities for design,
photography and writing. Want to learn more?
Contact echo@taylor.edu.
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“ The wealthy are getting wealthier, and
the poor are getting poorer.”
Give Americans a raise, it’s long overdue
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”—The First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution
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Our View

The Washington Riot
In early January, America
watched as thousands of proTrump protestors stormed the
Capitol building. Former President Donald Trump, who had
recently lost to now-President
Joe Biden, allegedly provoked
the rioters during his planned
rally, which was held earlier
that day in D.C.
Th e d at e of th e rally-turned-insurrection, Jan. 6,
was the same day that Congress
confirmed Biden’s election victory. Rioters took to arms and
stormed the Capitol building in
hopes to stall or stop this very
process.
The events of Jan. 6 were
unlike any ever seen before in
American history. Our nation
had never before seen an attack
on the Capitol building started
by its very citizens.
Tom Jones, dean of the school
of arts, biblical studies and humanities, spoke on the historical weight of this very incident.
“This is not the type of national tension we saw in the
1960s or 70s,” Jones said. “It’s
more comparable to the political divide we saw in the 1840s
and 50s.”
The timeframe of the 1840s
and 50s saw a peak in political polarization as many lost
confidence in a series of oneterm presidents, a deadlocked
Congress and the U.S. Supreme
Court, Jones continued.
This national unease led to all
sorts of protests and riots but
none that ever led to an attack
on the Capitol building.
According to Jones, the most
comparable incident in American history is perhaps the “Bonus Army” of the late 1920s,
when World War One veterans
built cardboard and plywood
shacks outside of Washington
government buildings in hopes
of persuading President Herbert Hoover to grant them early
access to their “bonus” checks
earned through their service in
war. Hoover refused, and ultimately resorted to removing
the veterans by force.

Unlike those war veterans
of the 1920s, the pro-Trump
rioters of 2021 did not utilize
peaceful protest.
“The storming of the Capitol building, with protestors
looting the building and sitting in Senate seats, looked
nothing like anything we’d
ever seen in America,” Jones
said. “It looked more like
something we might have
seen in Eastern European
countries after the collapse
of the Soviet empire.”
In other words, it was utter
chaos and anarchy.
The insurrection of Jan.
6 was a blatant contrast to
the historic “American tradition,” as Jones put it. The way
to change is through peaceable assembly, and it always
has been. Violence is never a
part of that equation.
“I think the riot we saw
was a reflection of the naivety of the leaders involved
who failed to anticipate the
likelihood that their demonstration would attract participants from fringe groups
intent on using their protest
as a way to engage in anarchy
and mayhem,” Jones said.
This riot immediately followed a planned Trump rally.
To think that no violent action
would come of a rally held by
a recently defeated candidate, in the middle of D.C., at
the height of national political tension, is — as Jones said
— naive. And that’s putting it
mildly.
At the end of the day, there
is a right way to share your
opinions and beliefs. Peaceable assembly and the right to
vote — these things are “the
American tradition.” Violence,
looting, rioting and destruction should have no place in
the activism of American citizens. And yet, that core of
American ideals was blatantly ignored and disregarded on
Jan. 6, 2021.
echo@taylor.edu
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On Jan. 6, rioters stormed the Capitol building after former President Trump held a rally in D.C.
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Welcom e back to campus, Taylor University. We
made it through an intense
first semester with a heated presidential election ,
protests and riots at the
capital and hopefully the
worst days of the pandemic.
Well done for persevering
thro u g h th e s e ch al l en g es with grace and love for
one another.
However, many of the issues present in 2020 have
extended — and in some
ways escalated — into 2021.
We have a new president
who is radically shifting the
trajector y of our countr y
that the previous administration set us on, and like
it or not, the coronavirus is
persistent.
Controversies over education , economic th eories and social issues will
continue to be at the forefront or our minds and will
re q u i re c a re f u l t h o u g h t
and contemplation.
Ne e d l e ss t o s ay, th e re
will be no lack of material
for the Opinions page this
semester, and as your new
Opinions Editor, I am excited to dive in and explore
different perspectives.

Photograph provided by Elisabeth Nieshalla

Elisabeth Nieshalla will serve as the opinions editor for the spring
semester of 2020-2021 school year

My name is Elisabeth Nieshalla , and I am a freshman Politics, Philosophy
and Economics (PPE) major with a psychology and
honors minor. I am originally from Zionsville, Ind.
but currently call Second
West Olson home. Having

opinion.
O pinions do not equal
truth, but they do lead to
discovering truth. When we
form opinions, let us not let
them sit peacefully to the
side in our minds, never
challenging or developing
them further. Opinions are
meant to be formed so that
they can be analyzed, solidified or changed.
Our vision for this page
is that it would be a place
to humbly express gracefilled and thought-provoking ideas that are
catalysts for truth-seeking
conversations.
R a l p h Wa l d o E m e r s o n
c a p t u re d t h i s p e r f e c t l y
when he said , “ We are of
dif ferent opinions at different hours, but we always
may be said to be at heart
on the side of truth.”
May we, as members of
the Taylor community and
servant leaders, continually
seek Christ’s truth and love
and passionately proclaim
them to a world in need.
We invite you to join in
this venture for truth by
reading the weekly pieces and considering views
that are contrar y to your
own. And if you would like
to contribute to the discussion, please send an email
to elisabeth_nieshalla@taylor.edu about joining the
conversation and writing an
opinions piece of your own.

ser ved last semester as a
staff writer in the Features
section of The Echo, I am
thrilled and honored to step
into this new role.
In this new, postmodern
era, I believe we have been
ser ved a warped sense of
what it means to have an echo@taylor.edu

Give Americans a raise, it’s long overdue
It’s time to raise the
minimum wage
Talique
Taylor

Guest
Contributor

As part of his $1.9 trillion
“American Rescue Plan,” President Joe Biden has proposed
raising the national minimum
wage to $15 an hour from its
current rate of $7.25. Such a
wage increase, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates, would lift 1.3 million
workers out of poverty. This
proposal came as no surprise,
as many states and cities have
already raised their minimum
wages to $15, and in 2019,
House Democrats passed the
same measure, although it
died in the Senate.
For many years now, America’s largest labor unions,
representing everyone from
fast-food workers to retail
employees, have been fighting for a living wage of $15 an
hour.
They argue that in the
economy in which we currently live, where the costs
of everyday living continue
to increase and income and
wealth inequality grows at
an alarming rate, demands
that workers of all sectors of
the economy are paid a wage
that matches these increased
costs. They say that no one
should have to work a nine
to five job and still struggle
to make ends meet. You know
what? They’re right.
The last time the federal minimum wage was increased in the U.S. was 2009,
in the height of the Great Recession, from $6.55 to $7.25. It
has been nearly 12 years since
then, and the current minimum wage has not kept up
with the cost of living or inflation. The Economic Policy
Institute (EPI) said in a 2018
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President Joe Biden is looking to raise the minimum wage
from $7.25 to $15.

study that, “Over the past
30 years, large shares of U.S.
workers have had jobs that
have paid wages so low that,
even with full-time, yearround employment, their
earnings would still fall below
federal poverty guidelines for
their family size.”
However, at the same time
that wages in the U.S. continue to stagnate, Americans
continue to work harder than
ever.
In a separate study by the
EPI, they estimate that, between 1979 and 2018, productivity in the United States
has grown 69.6%, while wages have grown at just 11.6%.
This means that productivity is growing at a rate 6 times
that of wages.
Th e se di sp ariti e s
have produced a situation
of economic desperation for
America’s working class, who
earn less wages now, proportional to the cost of living,
than they did in the 1970s.
This is particularly true for
Black and Latino Americans, who are disportionately
more likely to work jobs that
do not pay enough to live.

63% of Americans, according to CNBC, live paycheck
to paycheck, and only 39% of
Americans can afford a $1,000
emergency.
When the COVID-19 pandemic hit the United States,
only exacerbating the economic woes of America’s
workers, billionaires gained
$1 trillion in wealth, according to the Institute for Policy
Studies. The wealthy are getting wealthier, and the poor
are getting poorer.
A $15 minimum wage would
not solve all of these issues,
but it would lift millions of
American workers out of
poverty. EPI says that a gradual increase in the minimum
wage would lift wages for 40
million American workers,
and according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office (CBO), it would
lift 1.3 million workers out
of poverty.
Opponents of the wage increase point to another part
of the CBO report, of which
there is not only little certainty and a wide variety of opinions among economists, but
also of which there is much

disinformation and confusion; that is the relationship
between a minimum wage increase and unemployment.
Opponents claim that a $15 an
hour minimum wage would
lead to massive spikes in unemployment — particularly
hurting small businesses —
and point to the CBO report
that states that although a
$15 minimum wage would
lift 1.3 millions out of poverty, it would also lead to the
loss of 1.3 million jobs over
the course of 9 years. This
widely cited claim leaves out
some significantly important
details. Not only does the CBO
state in the same report that
this estimate is very much
uncertain, it is also just one
of many corroborating estimates that a minimum wage
increase would particularly
harm young, part-time employees, the vast majority
of whom would only remain
temporarily unemployed, and
who don’t rely on minimum
wage work as a means to
live. As far as small businesses are concerned, research
suggests that employment
from small businesses grows
— not shrinks — when the
minimum wage is increased,
because more people want to
work in higher-paid jobs.
History teaches us that
when America’s working families do well economically, we
all benefit and share in their
success. We know that when
millions of workers are paid a
higher wage, that money will
come back into the economy,
stimulate growth and lead to
higher purchasing power and
lower poverty. We also know
that it is morally unacceptable that millions of American workers work full time
jobs and are either in poverty or barely escaping it. Let’s
use what we know, and let’s
give Americans the raise they
deserve.
echo@taylor.edu

LIFE & TIMES
TheEchoNews.com

“They both understood what
marriage meant to them and
desired to be in each other’s lives
through the thick and thin.”
From speed dating to the altar
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When the dome is home

The inside scoop on
life in the Dome
Kay Rideout
Staff Writer

Four-square central. An unsupervised free-for-all. Boring,
gross, fun — a party.
Taylor University’s old bookstore and temporary isolation
center, affectionately nicknamed “The Dome,” has been
described as all of the above.
So, what is dome life really like?
According to sophomore Ellie
Campbell, the first thing newcomers notice about the dome
is its confusing set-up.
“There’s no signage that tells
you where to go,” Campbell
said. “I walked into a kitchen
and I was confused, so I opened
a door and ended up in the
boy’s room.”
Most students entering the
dome for the first time walk in
through the loading bay and

find themselves, like Campbell,
in the kitchen. From there, they
have access to one of two separate bedrooms — nicknamed
“barracks” because of their
strict set-up. Additionally, the
large circular area under the
dome-shaped ceiling acts as the
central living space and popular
co-ed hang-out zone.
In the past few months, this
co-ed room has seen countless workout and homework
sessions, games, movie nights,
pizza parties and sick students
doing their best to make an unfortunate situation livable.
“The second day I was in
there, we all played four-square
and were listening to music,”
Campbell said. “It was with
people I’d never met before,
but we all introduced ourselves
and I was having a genuinely
good time.”
The communal feel of dome
life inspired junior Jordan Nichols to give himself the title of
“dome PA” during his brief stay

in Taylor’s makeshift isolation
center. As the dome PA, Nichols
took it upon himself to design
“wing gear” for the community of individuals who have experienced Dome life sometime
during the past few months.
“(The shirts) say ‘first dome’
on the front, and on the back
they say ‘Home is where the
dome is,’” Nichols said. “We’re
not making any money off of
them — just like wing gear. But
you have to have been in the
dome in order to buy a shirt.”
Nevertheless, despite the
communal fun fostered in the
dome, Nichols acknowledges that most of his days in the
Dome were simply spent “existing.” Sophomore Adeline Gonzalez echoed this idea, noting
that most of the fun had in the
Dome was tainted by the reality
of COVID-19.
“It seems like fun and everyone here is pretty chill,” Gonzalez said. “But mostly people
are sick.”

No one can taste the goodies provided by Taylor’s parent
committees, and four-square
players find themselves out of
breath very quickly. Interactions with anyone outside of the
dome are limited —– including
with staff. Symptoms from person to person vary, but everyone in the dome experiences
some form of COVID — including the physical implications
that go along with that.
Good or bad, dome life is certainly memorable, and most are
glad to have had the experience.
“Who can say that they lived
in an isolation dome on a campus, with a bat and twenty other
people who are COVID-positive
for a week,” Campbell said.
“There were really good things
about it and there were also really bad things about it. It was
just such a unique experience.”
Although staff members rarely interact with students living
in the dome, the COVID hotline
works with individuals living in
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The “survival wall” in the Dome showcases the handprints of
those who spent time in Taylor’s temporary isolation center.

the temporary isolation center
to meet their needs. Dome life
has improved significantly in
the past few months, with exercise equipment and other furniture being added as requested.
“You can text the hotline if
you need stuff, and they’ll work
with you pretty well,” Nichols
said. “They take care of you.”

And when a student eventually leaves the dome?
They take part in one final
dome tradition: adding their
handprint to a “survival wall”
showcasing the initials and
painted handprints of other
students who have “survived
the dome.”
echo@taylor.edu

From speed dating to the altar
Ali Clodgo and Clay
Vander Kolk share their
engagement story
Lilia Snyder
Staff Writer

Juniors Ali Clodgo and Clay
Vander Kolk knew that God
placed them into each other’s
lives at the perfect time.
Prior to coming to Taylor,
Clodgo had never dated anyone before, but it was not until her soccer team held their
speed dating tradition for
the underclassmen that she
ended up meeting her fiance.
Now, have been a part of each
other’s lives for approximately two years.
The speed dating was organized around certain humorous tasks such as massaging
each other’s calves or sharing what their flirting style
was. While the speed dating
happened, Clodgo was actually paired up with one of
Vander Kolk’s friends, and
Vander Kolk ended up with
her roommate.
By getting to know each
other through soccer and a
double date with friends, they
realized they had good chemistry and a lot in common.

Over time spent together,
they each desired to deepen
their relationship.
Both Clodgo and Vander
Kolk’s love language is quality
time, so anytime that they get
together, they want to spend
strengthening their relationship. They love cooking vegan food, going on walks, and
they even have a small thrift
business they run together.
Over their time developing
a relationship, they decided
that they wanted to support
each other and spend their
lives together, so they got engaged in August.
“I think after just a couple months of, or even maybe a month of dating, we both
knew it looked really serious,”
said Vander Kolk.
When Vander Kolk’s dad
passed away in November
2019, God was able to help
strengthen their relationship
as well as strengthen their relationship with Him. Through
that experience, they were
able to see how God always
provides and how he led them
through that.
They both understood what
marriage meant to them and
desired to be in each other’s lives through the thick

and thin.
“Just going through something that hard just matures
you so much so fast and I feel
like it also matured our relationship a lot and made us
seriously think about the future,” said Clodgo.
Without having any dating
experience in the past, Clodgo never had any expectations going into engagement.
It was certainly something
she wanted, but she never
had anything planned out before. However, she loves the
fact that she gets to spend her
life with her best friend.
“It’s like, even better in person, you know?” said Clodgo.
“It’s just way more fun than I
imagined… I always expected
like, oh you’re still gonna have
butterflies or like be nervous
around them because you like
them so much, but in reality
it’s like your best friend and
you just get to like, do life together,” said Clodgo.
To Clodgo and Vander Kolk,
their experience with being
engaged so far has not felt
like a huge shift in their relationship, but to their friends
and to people around them,
it certainly appears to be a
big deal.

Photograph provided by Clay Vander Kolk

Juniors Ali Clodgo and Clay Vander Kolk have come a long way since being strangers Freshman year.

As far as wedding planning goes, the pandemic has
brought on challenges, since
they can only invite so many
people, but Clodgo has been
enjoying the process.
Ultimately, she has just
b e e n e nj o y i n g th e f a c t
that she is engaged to her

best friend.
Since it is Valentine’s day
season, not only do they get
to celebrate being together,
but they also celebrate their
engagement and how God has
blessed their lives.
“Our tradition was always
to go to Arby’s and get a bagel

sandwich with a milkshake,
now we’re both vegan, so
again, we don’t do that.” said
Vander Kolk.
While they do not have
specific plans for the special
day, they will celebrate it by
spending time together.
echo@taylor.eduv

Bring your love of learning to a new level with podcasts
Five podcasts you
should be listening to
Leah Ryg
L&T Co- Editor

Want to be an ameteur detective, professional baker, news
fanatic or future politician?
What could these seemingly very different people have
in common? The answer is
podcasts.
There are just enough niche
topics for everyone to find a
podcast they love. From true
crime to relationships to faith,

Elizabeth Eckert
Sophomore
An absolute fashion legend.
Fun fact: she can’t roll her Rs.

there is one for everyone. These
radio-like talk shows are a great
way to fill the time on a long
commute to work or a walk
around the neighborhood.
Here are five podcasts that
will challenge you, inspire you
and educate you.
1. The Porch
The Porch is a young adult’s
ministry that is based out
of Watermark Community
Church in Dallas, Texas. Their
recording is broadcasted on
all podcast platforms, and is
mainly geared towards people
in their 20’s and 30’s. The Porch

teaches young people to live
for God they navigate through
relationships, emotions and
adulting.
2. The Popcast with Knox
and Jamie
Anything remotely relevant
in current pop culture is covered by Knox McCoy and Jamie
Golden in The Popcast.
Both witty and charming in their approach, they
discuss trends, TV shows
and celebrities.
3. Thirty Minutes with the
Perrys
This show is co-hosted by

Jackie Hill Perry, author of
Gay Girl, Good God, and her
husband Preston Perry. They
perfectly combine their wisdom and humor; they have
conversations about relationships, race, theology and raising a family. This podcast feels
like you are in the room with
this couple. They intertwine
deep discussion with goofy
comments to teach as well
as entertain.
4. Dream Big Podcast with
Bob Goff & friends
Bob Goff is a well known author and speaker who loves

TheWeekly

BACHELOR AND
BACHELORETTE

people well. The goal of this
podcast is to help people
“discover, declare, and take
action on the big ambitions
you have for your life.” In
each episode, Goff brings
someone on the show who
is making a difference and
bringing their dreams to life.
By the wonderful use of storytelling and personal examples, they hope to inspire
listeners to do the same.
5. Post reports — The Washington Post
If you are looking to stay
informed on the latest news

without having to read, this
podcast is the perfect fit.
Host Martine Powers answers questions and shares
the current events in a way
that is easy to access for all.
So, next time you have a
four-hour road trip or a short
walk to class, use that time
wisely. Put your headphones
in, play a podcast and get educated on something that
interests you and gain perspective from people who
think differently than you.
echo@taylor.edu

Jack Kersey
Junior
Has been described as an
“absolute angel.”
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
ACROSS
1 Impertinent talk
5 Man __: 1920
Horse of the Year
9 Avoid failing
13 Sunburn-soothing
balm
14 Earring holder
15 __ God:
earthquake, e.g.
17 *Test of hand
strength
19 Danger
20 “It’s the __ I can
do”
21 Grown-up
22 Take place
25 Refine, as skills
27 Drink with a polar
bear mascot
28 Gave voice to
29 *Ski resort
purchase
31 Diagram for Web
navigation
33 “Game of
Thrones” channel
34 At some future
point
35 It’s given in
the form of a
question on
“Jeopardy!”
40 Soccer official
42 “Goosebumps”
series author
43 *Accidentally call
without touching
one’s cellphone
48 Contributes
49 Ohio border lake
50 Pungent flavor
51 Brittany port city
52 Give in (to)
54 Patronized, as a
diner
56 Circle or polygon
57 Express lack of
interest on Tinder
... or a hint to
the answers to
starred clues
61 Downy duck
62 Compress, with
“down”
63 Idris of “The Wire”
64 Fix, as socks
65 Salon selections
66 Lose traction
DOWN
1 Maple-syrupto-be

By Stella Zawistowski

2 “Baby Cobra”
comic Wong
3 Jaden, to Will
Smith
4 Peacefully
hidden, as a
retreat
5 Lingerie brand
6 Bow down to,
perhaps
7 Not very much
8 Sales agent
9 Daddy
10 Acid type found
in vinegar
11 Found in
abundance,
as oil
12 Evening party
16 Group of ships
18 Billy Joel’s “Tell
__ About It”
21 NYC museum’s
fundraising gala
22 Bone, in Bologna
23 Biblical brother
24 Make mention of
26 High math
degree
29 Baby shower gift
30 Charged particles
32 Female in a
stable
36 Takes by surprise

2/15/21

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

37 Double-__ trailer
38 What means
may justify
39 “Don’t play”
symbol, in music
41 Med-approving
agcy.
42 Scott Joplin’s
music
43 “__ porridge
hot ... ”
44 Corsage flower
45 Loud insect

2/15/21

46 Lighthouse
guardian
47 Sort of
51 Modern honey
53 Laura who won
an Oscar for
“Marriage Story”
55 Omar of “House”
57 Part of EST:
Abbr.
58 Rockies bugler
59 DOJ division
60 Wee amount

A&E

“It’s a heartwarming, feel-good movie with rich
characters and laugh-out-loud moments.”
“CODA” wins the top prize at Sundance
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“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” premieres
Taylor Theatre kicks
off spring semester
Olivia Yatooma
Staff Writer

How do we as humans learn to
love and treat each other equally
despite our differences?
According to House and Box
Office Manager junior Kate Johnson, this is one of the big societal
questions of today that is tackled
in Taylor’s production of “Guess
Who’s Coming to Dinner”.
“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” takes place in the summer of
1967 and tells the story of a white
woman returning home with her
new fiance. He’s a successful doctor who also happens to be black.
Throughout the entirety of the
play, characters address their
own biases and fragility, which ultimately results in the fate of the
interracial couple.
Junior Eleana Manning portrays
the character Joanna in the play,
who is engaged to John, played by
sophomore Israel Smith.
“I play Joanna, or Joey,” said
Manning.“ She’s awesome, and I’d
like to be more like her. She’s bright
and kind and optimistic.”
Manning was not the only one to
share a connection with her character as Smith relays his admiration for his character, John.
“The connection I formed with
him is his strength,” said Smith.“I
aspire to be as strong as he is, especially for the time they are in. I

can’t imagine living in the 1960s
and being a world-renowned doctor, potentially giving it all up for
the girl he loves.”
The storyline of the play lends itself to the realities of what it looked
like to be an interracial couple in
the 1960s and what it truly means
to love another without looking at
race. Johnson explained that the
Taylor theatre department tries
to put on shows that address issues happening in our world today, which is not lost upon the cast.
“This show means a lot to me
emotionally,” said Manning.”I think
this past year has revealed a lot of
biases and fragility I didn’t know
I had. I’m working on it, but the
play really presents this experience realistically.”
In preparing for this production, the cast and crew has faced
additional challenges due to the
coronavirus and social distance
guidelines. Johnson expressed that
there were specific hours of the day
that production staff members
worked because there could only
be a handful of them working on
the same shift. The cast and crew
were all required to wear masks
during every rehearsal, and the
cast will be performing with masks
as well.
The audience will be spaced
apart by two seats, and they will
be seated every other row. An assistant stage manager will check
every audience member’s temperature before granting them
access to the theatre to ensure the

The Cellar Door
January’s top picks
Amelia Bostick
Staff Writer

“This famous linguist once
said that of all the phrases in
the English language, of all
the endless combinations of
words in all of history, ‘cellar
door’ is the most beautiful,”
Karen Pomeroy, Donnie Darko’s teacher, says in the 2001
“Donnie Darko” film after class
one afternoon.
It seems only appropriate to
name a column acting as a culmination of all my monthly favorites after this phrase.
January 2021 was a good
month for some heavy media
intake on my end. After being
quarantined for my second
time, I made it a goal to watch
and discover as many things
as I could while I had the extra time on my hands.
Whether it was an Adam
Sandler rom-com (“50 First
Dates”), or arguably the

greatest movie of all time (“The
Shawshank Redemption”),
there was always something
playing in room 204.
So here, in no particular order, are my January picks for
movies, music and TV.
“BoJack Horseman” (2014):
A washed-up 90s sitcom star,
“BoJack Horseman,” living in
modern day Hollywood seeks
to reclaim his beloved reputation, as well as his pride, by
writing a book on his life with
author Diane Nguyen.
Don’t let the animation aspect of this Netflix original
turn you away from the show.
In fact, I think it was because
of this that it was able to get so
deep in its narrative and have
characters that were capable
of getting really existential, but
still provide comedic relief at
the same time.
The characters are so well
developed that they feel like
people I know in real life. I will
be re-watching this show for a
long time.
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Taylor Theatre opens spring semester with their production of “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner.”

safety of everyone involved.
However, it is difficult to avoid
the inevitable. There were a handful of cast members and a production staff member who were
quarantined during rehearsals.
“My favorite memory is when
they walked back into rehearsal,” Manning said in reference to
those who were quarantined. “We
all cheered. It was very exciting to
know the show wasn’t over.”
“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” specifically highlights the
realities of being an interracial

couple in the 1960s, but it also
emphasizes the love that John
and Joanna share. Smith believes
that John showcases his love for
Joanna through a conversation
that he has with her parents,
while Manning believes their love
is shown through a conversation
that John and Joanna share with
one another.
“I love the scene between John
and Joey in act two,” Manning said.
“I don’t want to spoil anything,
but after a long day, it’s a moment
when they remember that they

Overall, five out of five stars.
One of the best TV shows I have
ever seen.
“Kicking and Screaming”
(1995):
A group of friends from college face life after graduation.
If you want to start your second semester off right, what
better way than to watch a
movie where a couple college
graduates realize they’re always going to be stuck in their
college years?
This movie is directed by one
of my favorite screenwriters,
Noah Baumbach, and while
this isn’t my favorite of his,
there are so many good moments that force me to give it
at least three of five stars. Besides that, I think everyone
should watch it at least once.
Maybe the best quote: “I’m
sentimental for conversations
I haven’t even had yet.”
“Minding the Gap” (2018):
A documentary depicting
the lives of three friends who
skateboard together and, in
turn, stay together.
This film is overwhelmingly raw.
The director, Bing Liu, one

of the men featured in the film
itself, has been recording clips
and footage of his friends for
years as they have grown up together, in and out of the skatepark. He gives a real depiction
of their relationships with each
other, their significant others
and their families to create a
commentary on the pain and
hardships we inherit from our
surroundings.
Five out of five stars.
“Rich Girl” – Daryl Hall &
John Oates (1976)
Hall & Oates’ first song on
the Billboard Hot 100
I won’t lie, I had a hard time
finding new music this past
month. Yes, there was “Drivers License” by Olivia Rodrigo
that was blasting from every
speaker for about a week, but if
we’re honest, is that song really
worth all the drama circulating it, and have you listened to
it more than once since those
two weeks surrounding the
release date? If you said yes, I
feel like that’s a “Lie, Lie, Lie”
by Joshua Bassett.
It’s in music droughts like
this that I like to turn back to
the classics. Enter “Rich Girl”.

love each other.”
The inspiration for the set of
“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner”
was based upon the overarching idea that the play takes place
in the home of Joanna’s parents,
Christina and Matt, both progressive, wealthy individuals, hence the
modern 1960s home. Senior Emma
Dahlquist, who plays Hilary in the
play, contributed to the set because she made the couch, which
is a focal point on stage.
“I started with a research image given from our scenic designer Kevin Gawley,” said Dahlquist.
“From there, I used a 3D modeling program called SketchUp and
sketched up a model of the couch.
Then, I drafted how to build the
couch. We utilized twin mattresses
and other props to build the couch
in about a week’s time.”
Taylor productions are unique
in the sense that the cast and
crew will never be in the same
room with the same exact people
ever again, which technical director Conner Reagan has brought
to light, according to Johnson.
The cast and crew all have come
to their own conclusions regarding the play and how it speaks to
them, which will contribute to
the performances.
“This show reveals how even
people who think they’re ahead of
their time have biases,” Manning
said. “I think that’s very applicable to now as people confront their
own racism.”
echo@taylor.edu

A&E
EVENTS

“Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner”

Feb. 19 & 20 @ 7:30-10pm
Feb. 21 @ 2-4:30pm
Mitchell Theatre

Nostalgia Night
Feb. 27 @ 6-8 pm
Feb. 27 @ 9-11 pm
Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

Charles Joray
Piano Competition
Mar. 13 @ 12-4 pm
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Chorale Murder
Mystery

Mar. 19 @ 7:30-9 pm
Euler Lembright Atrium
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A&E writer, Amelia Bostick, highlights some of her
top entertainment picks for January 2021.

I don’t think any music can
raise my mood like the songs
that come from the musical
geniuses Daryl Hall and John
Oates. Not only is this song
the best pick-me-up song in all
history, but it’s guaranteed to
make you feel like the coolest
person on the sidewalk when
you have it blasting in your
ears on the way to class.
Incredible song. Ten out of
five stars.
Next Month:

While none of my January favorites were movies, TV shows
or songs that came out in that
month, they were all choices that defined my weeks of
J-Term and made a lasting impression on me.
Here are the things I’m looking forward to next month:
Malcom & Marie (Feb. 5,
2021)
Little Fish (Feb. 5, 2021)
Minari (Feb. 12, 2021)
echo@taylor.edu

“CODA” wins the top prize at Sundance
Sundance Film
impresses many
Lucas Bertsche
Staff Writer

“CODA”, a charming comingof-age movie, took home the
Grand Jury Prize and the Audience Award for best drama at
the 2021 Sundance Film Festival, one of the largest film festivals in the world. Sundance
is known for small, character
focused, heartfelt dramas, and
“CODA” delivers the goods.
The film centers around Ruby
Rossi (Emilia Jones), a high
school girl whose parents and
brother are deaf. The title of the
film actually refers to this. CODA
stands for Child of Deaf Adults.
Ruby’s father owns a fishing
business, and when that business is threatened, she is forced
to choose between the needs of
her family and her dream of becoming a singer.
What stood out most about
the movie were the characters.

First off, Ruby is a great lead.
Jones has a beautiful voice, but
her character is petrified of singing in front of others. This fear
understandably comes from
her upbringing. The only people she’s ever sang in front of
are her family, and since they’re
deaf, no one has ever told her if
she’s good or not.
The conflict she’s faced with
is really compelling. Forcing
characters to make an impossible choice is almost always
a recipe for a great movie. Her
family needs her help as a translator, but Ruby doesn’t want to
be stuck on a fishing boat for the
rest of her life. It’s also hard for
them to understand her desire
to be a singer since they can’t
hear her.
The supporting cast is also
fantastic. Eugenio Derbez is a
scene-stealer as Ruby’s boisterous choir teacher who tries
to rip her from her shell. These
types of teachers are often seen
in coming-of-age movies, but
his personality does enough to

make him feel unique.
Troy Kotsur steals the whole
movie as Ruby’s deaf father,
Frank. He’s hilarious and has a
very powerful scene with Ruby.
In fact, her whole family is great.
Their relationship and dynamic
was so injected with humor and
heart that it felt like a real family.
“CODA” does occasionally
stray into familiar territory and
can be a bit predictable. However, it does enough to distinguish itself from other similar
stories mainly by exploring the
conflict and humor that comes
from being unable to hear. One
scene where Ruby’s “boyfriend”
is awkwardly introduced to
her parents had me in stitches.
There are also a couple of amazing scenes where the sound cuts
out and puts you in the head of
the parents. It gives you a tiny
taste of what it would be like
to be deaf, similar to “Sound of
Metal” (2020).
Ruby’s romantic subplot, on
the other hand, did not feel as
fresh. It didn’t contribute much
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Sundance film, “CODA,” is set to hit the Apple TV streaming service sometimes in 2021.

to the overall story and just felt
unnecessary. It didn’t help that
her chemistry with Miles (Ferdia Walsh Peelo) was sorely
lacking. I wanted to love it because Walsh-Peelo was fantastic in the criminally underrated
“Sing Street” (2016), but sadly, it
fell flat.
Ever ything else worked,

though. Writer and director Sian
Heder crafted a crowd pleaser that’s hard not to love. It’s a
heartwarming, feel-good movie
with rich characters and laughout-loud moments. The ending
comes to a wonderful, tear-jerking crescendo. The cliché “you’ll
laugh, you’ll cry, you’ll stand up
and cheer” might just be true in

this case.
There’s no official release date
yet, but “CODA” was bought for a
record $25 million by Apple and
is sure to be released soon on
Apple TV Plus. Definitely keep
your eyes out for it in the upcoming months. It is well worth
your time.
echo@taylor.edu
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“We want to return to the Crossroads League tournament
and compete in the championship game again. In
addition, we hope that we will receive a bid to the NAIA
National tournament in March.”
Women’s Basketball Season Update
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Most disappointing Super Bowl in decades
Super Bowl LV falls flat
Markus Miller

Co-Managing Editor
It’s been over a week since Super Bowl LV concluded on the field
at Raymond James Stadium. With
The Echo publishing on Mondays
now, there’s a good chance that if
you’re reading this, you’ve read just
about every single Super Bowl take
in the last week.
“Tom Brady is the greatest winner in the history of team sports,”
ESPN’s Dan Orlavsky said on Get
Up.
“Has Brady separated his legacy from Belichick with win? ” Fox
Sports’ Nick Wright asked.
“Mahomes has been way overhyped bc of WOW factor,” Skip Bayless tweeted.
There’s a good chance some of

those hold truth.
But the biggest takeaway for
me was this — Super Bowl LV may
have been the most disappointing
Super Bowl that I’ve watched.
Think about the most memorable play from the game. Even the
Super Bowls which are viewed as
generally boring are either close
late in the game or had a season-defining moment.
Super Bowl LII, between Tom
Brady’s New England Patriots
and the Los Angeles Rams, was at
least close, despite the low-scoring affair.
Super Bowl XLVIII, a game generally remembered for the Seattle
Seahawks utterly suffocating the
Denver Broncos record-breaking
offense, was chock-full of memorable moments. Specifically the
first play of the game going for
a safety, and the “defense wins

championships” narrative gaining
more credibility.
Maybe last week’s game wasn’t
as bad as those two, but it was infinitely more disappointing.
The NFL never needs more money, but if there ever was a year to
get the ideal Super Bowl matchup,
this was it. COVID-19 kept fans out
of the stands, for the most part, and
while the league’s owners weren’t
hurting, getting Mahomes vs.
Brady was a legendary marketing
opportunity.
The two weeks prior to the
showdown were spent hammering
home the age of Brady, the dominance of Mahomes and the symbolic nature of Super Bowl LV.
Did you know that Antoine Winfield Sr., father of Tampa Bay’s Antoine Winfield Jr, played against Brady
in college? Odds are, if you’re an NFL
fan, you’ve seen that anywhere from

15 to 20 times this season.
As I sat down to watch the Super Bowl, I was filled with intrigue
and something that I rarely feel if
not watching one of “my” teams:
excitement.
By the middle of the fourth quarter, I was off the couch and working
on homework, not sure what I had
just watched.
The play that stuck with me
from the game was an incompletion from the early fourth quarter. Mahomes had thrown a dart
to running back Darrel Williams
while nearly parallel to the ground
and scrambling for his life on fourth
down, and Williams bobbled away
any chance Kansas City had.
To me, that was the defining moment of the game, because it was
the only time that the game felt as
intriguing as it was billed to be. It was
the only time I felt like the game had
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Super Bowl LV was played in Tampa, Fla on Sunday, Feb. 7

legitimate stakes.
Kansas City’s offense had looked
lethargic, possibly due to missing both their starting tackles, and
Tampa Bay was putting the Chiefs
away slowly. Brady was good, but
I was still left hoping for that defining moment.
Ask yourself this, what play
from this game would go into a
“Super Bowl Greatest Moments”

montage on YouTube? There isn’t
one that I can think of.
Blowouts in the Super Bowl aren’t fun. Slow, plodding games aren’t fun. Both can be redeemed. A
slow blowout in a game that was
billed to define both the past and
future of the NFL? Nothing about
that is particularly exciting, or
fun.
echo@taylor.edu

Men’s Basketball season update
Trojans having upand-down year
Markus Miller

Co-Managing Editor

In the days of winter break and
J-term, the Taylor men’s basketball
team went through some ups and
some downs.
“This season’s been tough,” junior Jason Hubbard said, “but we
keep pushing.”
Conference play got off to a
strong start with consecutive
wins over Grace College and Goshen College, but a six-game losing streak within the Crossroads
League and schedule uncertainties due to COVID-19 made for a difficult stretch.
The team has had to deal with
two team stoppages and multiple
quarantines during the season, and
had Silent Night canceled even after
it was announced that it would be
played as scheduled.
“No one’s feeling sorry for us,”
Head Coach Josh Andrews said.
“Everybody’s dealing with it, and
I’ve been super proud of our guys;

they’ve been resilient.”
The Trojans showed some of
that resiliency in late January, running off three consecutive Crossroads wins, with one against No.
24 Saint Francis. They played some
of their best defense of the season,
holding all three teams under 73
points.
That run was crucial for Andrews’ squad, as it placed them in
a good spot regarding the Crossroads League standings, where
the top eight receive a bid. Taylor
has since clinched a spot in the
tournament.
“We were just locked in,” junior CJ Penha said of the winning
streak. “We prepared really well, we
practiced hard and our scouting was
great.”
Penha and Hubbard both set significant milestones as a part of the
January wins.
Hubbard dropped in 16 points in an
80–70 win over Huntington on Jan.
23 and reached the 1,000-point mark
for his career.
Two games later, in a Jan. 27 matchup with Goshen College, Penha put
together a 35-point performance and

reached the 1,000-career-point club
as well. Hubbard and Penha became
the 44th and 45th players to reach the
mark in Taylor history.
Both of the junior forwards were
tasked with significantly increasing
their offensive production this season
following the graduations of Mason
Degenkolb (‘20) and Ryan Robinson
(‘20). They have answered the call and
then some.
Hubbard is scoring 19.9 points per
game this campaign, an increase of
over 6 per game. Penha has upped
his scoring average from 16.6 to 19.7
points per game. On top of the scoring jumps, the two also have enjoyed
an uptick in field goal percentage, despite taking more shots.
“Both these guys have grown their
games,” Andrews said. “Their maturity
and mindsets have been impressive. I
think both of them are going to continue to get better.”
TU continued their improved play
into the beginning of second semester but dropped three heartbreakers
in a row, all of which they had a second-half lead. The Jan. 30 matchup
with No. 18 Marian saw Taylor lose
a 71–67 lead late, and last Saturday’s

Men’s Golf

2/15 Champions Gate Invitational 9 a.m.
2/16 Champions Gate Invitational 9 a.m.

Women’s Golf

2/15 Champions Gate Invitational 9 a.m.
2/16 Champions Gate Invitational 9 a.m.
Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Men’s basketball has one regular season matchup left before the Crossroads Tournament

contest with No. 11 Bethel ended in a
one-point loss after the Trojans’ offense went scoreless in the last 1:30.
In addition to the play of Penha and
Hubbard, the rest of the roster has
grown throughout the season, with
underclassmen getting critical minutes. Taylor’s three freshmen, Gavin
Yoon, Kaden Fuhrmann and Grant
Niehaus, have played in nearly every
game. Fuhrmann has gotten multiple starts, and both he and Yoon are
shooting over 40% from deep.
“Their confidence has grown in
practice and in games,” Hubbard said.
“They’re starting to shoot it more confidently, and we’re just trying to encourage them.”
In terms of experience, Taylor’s seniors, Vincent Miranda and
James McCloud, have started every game this season and provided

2/17 @Indiana Wesleyan 7 p.m.
2/20 Saint Francis 1 p.m.

what Andrews called “invaluable Men’s Basketball
production.”
2/20 @Saint Francis 1 p.m.
“They’ve been vital in terms of
minutes and productivity since Men’s Lacrosse
their freshman years,” Andrews said. 2/18 Saint Ambrose 2 p.m.
“They’ve seen a lot of different things
Men’s/Women’s T&F
and also grown as men.”
2/19 Crossroads League Championships 10:30 a.m.
While the season has had its rough 2/20 Crossroads League Championships 10:30 a.m.
patches, Taylor has been stringing to- Softball
gether strong performances for the 2/19-20 Cumberlands Invitational
better part of 2021. They haven’t lost Baseball
by more than nine since December, 2/19 Judson University 3 p.m.
and have picked up a ranked win 2/20 Judson University 12 p.m. (Double-Header)
and experience along the way. If Competitive Cheer
their play of late is any indication, 2/19 Saint Francis Invitational 6 p.m.
they could be a few big plays away
from making a run in the Crossroads Tournament.
COREBOARD
TU’s final regular-season game
RESULTS FROM TAYLOR
will tip Saturday on the road against
ATHLETICS
Saint Francis at 1 p.m.
Baseball
echo@taylor.edu
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Women’s Basketball season update
Dominance inside
Odle Arena continues
Kyle Hayward
Staff writer

In a year of unordinary circumstances, Taylor women’s basketball hasn’t dropped the ball.
The recent history of the Taylor’s women’s basketball team is
filled with winning seasons and
national tournament appearances. However, after graduating
five senior starters last year, this
team has plenty of fresh faces.
Coach Jody Martinez weighed
in on the preseason expectations
for his team.
“This team was looked at by
outsiders to have an average
season, because I graduated all 5

senior starters from last season’s
30–4 team,” Martinez said. “We
are currently 17–5 with 4 games
left on the schedule before tournament play.”
With two of their five losses
at the hands of No. three ranked
Marian, the Trojans have certainly fared very well this season.
Their other three losses were all
away games, against Concordia,
Huntington and Mount Vernon.
But the losses don’t tell the
whole story. A 12–1 home record
has made Odle Arena quite the
fortress for the Trojans. On offense, the team has exceeded
the 100-point mark twice and
scored at least 90 points in five
other games.
“So far, I think we have exceeded other peoples’ expectations

for us, but as a team we know we
have to keep improving to meet
our team goals,” said junior guard
Lauren James.
With the ongoing pandemic,
this season has presented new
and unique challenges for all athletic competitions. Frequent testing and occasional quarantines
have helped to both mitigate the
spread of the virus and ensure
the safety of the athletes. Unfortunately, this has also caused several cancellations.
Thus far, only three games have
been cancelled due to COVID-19.
Several members of the women’s
basketball team have expressed
their thoughts on the situation.
“My teammates and I are just
grateful to be playing,” said junior Kayla Kirtley. “Amidst the

pandemic, we have found a way
to play almost every game we
have scheduled and continue
to practice.”
With just two games left in the
regular season, it is more important than ever that the team steers
clear of any outbreaks.
“These players are doing their
best on and off the court to stay
COVID free,” said Martinez. “We
have been blessed thus far not
to have to shut down as a team
because someone got COVID.
Praying that we finish the season healthy.”
The next game for the Lady
Trojans will be this Saturday at
Indiana Wesleyan University —
the last away game of the regular
season. In their previous matchup, Taylor came out on top with

Women’s Basketball

2/6 Bethel University W 4-1
2/6 Bethel University W 6-2

Men’s Basketball

2/6 Bethel University L 86-87

Women’s Basketball

2/6 Bethel University W 89-63
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Women’s basketball team
has continued their recent
run of success this season.

a score of 80–69. Coach Martinez
will be looking for a repeat performance in Marion.
The Trojans will be closing
out the regular season at home
against Saint Francis on Saturday, Feb. 20 at 1 p.m. Be sure to fill
Odle with no more than 300 rowdy, guideline-following students.
While finishing the regular season strong is top priority, the goals
of this team go far beyond simply
having a good regular season.
“Our main goal is to keep

playing to the high standards we
have set for our program,” Kirtley
said. “We want to return to the
Crossroads League tournament
and compete in the championship game again. In addition, we
hope that we will receive a bid to
the NAIA National tournament
in March.”
If things go as planned for the
Trojans, there may be some postseason basketball coming to Odle
Arena later this month. Be on the
lookout for future announcements regarding Crossroads tournament games.
echo@taylor.edu

Lauren James

Liam Hesting

Basketball

Track and Field

Athletes of the Week
979 S. Main St., Upl and, IN

Sophomore
C o lu m b i a C i t y, I N
P. P. E
Throwing
Matt Sakeuh
Photograph provided by Anna Collins

Basketball

•

w w w. ivanho e s . i nfo

•

(765) 998-7261

Year
Hometown
Major
Position
Funniest Teammate
Fav o r i t e S p o r t B e s i d e s Yo u r
Own

Redshirt Junior
Seymour, IN
Mathematics and
Computer Science
Point Guard
Ariel Dale
Football
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